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				Preserving Cultural Aspects in Land Planning and Recreation Projects

[image: Maritime place, ocean isle beach, nc]Maritime Place, Ocean Isle Beach, NC
MCGILL RESPECTS YOUR COMMUNITY IDENTITY

Preserving cultural aspects in land planning projects is crucial for maintaining the identity and integrity of the communities we serve. At McGill, our award-winning land planning and recreation team understands the significance of incorporating cultural elements into our designs to create spaces that not only enhance the built and natural environment but also reflect the values and traditions of the community.

OUR APPROACH TO LAND PLANNING

McGill’s approach to land planning is rooted in the belief that community is at the heart of the design. We take the time to intimately understand the unique culture of every community we work with, taking into account its values, traditions, and needs. This contextual understanding is crucial in developing a comprehensive and cohesive vision for the future. By incorporating cultural elements into our designs, we aim to create spaces that are not only functional and sustainable but also tell a story and create a sense of place.

[image: Outdoor classroom, farragut, tn]Outdoor Classroom, Farragut, TN
MCGILL’S PLANNING AND DESIGN METHODS

In order to achieve this, our planning and design methods are based on an iterative process of layering and considering various cultural, systemic, and environmental components to solve complex design issues. By blending these components, we strive to produce holistic designs that weave the old with the new, creating unforgettable places with distinct beauty and identity.

WORKING WITH OUR CLIENTS

At McGill, we work hand-in-hand with our clients to establish a vision, goals, and strategies to achieve desired community outcomes. We understand that the creation and regeneration of sustainable and memorable public places require cultural, environmental, and economic investment, as well as community engagement and support.

Our team utilizes an ecologically sensitive planning approach that takes into consideration topography, landform, natural resources, vegetation, infrastructure, and buildings, all while incorporating community input to create sustainable designs that improve the quality of life for future generations.

[image: Downtown streetscape, sanford, nc]Downtown Streetscape, Sanford, NC
From main streets to busy city corridors, our streetscape projects can transform an area into a desirable destination for investment and pedestrian activity. We take into consideration a complex set of factors, such as traffic patterns, business landscape, residential usage, transportation routes, utilities, public space improvements, street lighting, ADA compliance, and more, to foster economic vitality, long-term growth, and sustainability. Our end goal is to support new investment, improve transit access, and enhance pedestrian activity while preserving the cultural identity of the community.

CREATING A SENSE OF PLACE

At McGill, our commitment to incorporating and preserving cultural elements into our designs not only creates spaces that are functional and sustainable, but also tells a story and creates a sense of place. Our innovative methods are rooted in our desire to create exceptional places for future generations that celebrate the unique culture of every community.

LEARN MORE

Click here to read more about the services that our land planning and recreation team offers.
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				McGill Assists in Obtaining $400,000 in Grant Funding for Two Tennessee Municipalities

THE IPG PROGRAM

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee and Department of Economic and Community Development Commissioner Stuart C. McWhorter recently announced 50 recipients receiving funding through the Infrastructure Planning Grant (IPG) program.

According to the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development, this funding is part of the Rural Economic Opportunity Act and will assist communities and utility districts across Tennessee with long-term planning for their water and sewer systems.

The IPG program is available to utility systems in distressed counties and rural communities on the financially distressed utility system referral list.

The funds awarded can be used in water system mapping and modeling, water system analysis, sewer system mapping and modeling, sewer system analysis, asset management related activities and regionalization studies.

MCGILL ASSISTS IN OBTAINING GRANT FUNDING

McGill is proud to have assisted Jefferson City and Jellico Utilities Authority in obtaining $200,000 each in IPG program grant funding – and with an office location in Knoxville, Tennessee, we are happy to be accessible to our clients in the eastern region of the state throughout upcoming projects.

We understand the critical need for grant funding to get projects off the ground. Through identification of needs, our staff support numerous local governments in their efforts to explore and secure funding opportunities.

Our team possesses a wealth of experience in grant research, development, writing, and administration – including federal, state, local, and foundation funding regulations, policies, procedures, reporting, and timelines. We maintain solid relationships with funding agencies to stay current on opportunities and programming changes, allowing us to constantly provide excellent service to our clients.

JEFFERSON CITY PROJECT SUMMARY

With the City’s first IPG grant, McGill will be assisting Jefferson City with mapping, multiple installations of temporary and permanent zone meters including pressure recorders.

We will initially map the critical assets by using handheld GPS units with information derived from any existing / as-built maps and utility input with the final output being a GIS map from ESRI software. Included in this step, McGill will make condition assessments on critical assets, where applicable.

In partnership with Jefferson City, we will review the existing system pressure zone(s) for access points for multiple, temporary installations of strap-on ultrasonic (zone) meters and pressure recorders on fire hydrants as well as permanent installations of zone meters at critical point(s) identified in the system.

After deployment of these devices, data will be recorded over a specific period of time and compared to existing system conditions, recent billing history, SCADA, and operation and maintenance expenses.

From the mapping, zone metering and pressure recorder process, McGill will integrate data into a system model for a hydraulic analysis using an engineering-grade modeling software to further aid in the development of a water loss report and system restrictions. In the report, an engineering summary of recommendations will be developed of the possible contributing factors to water losses incurred as monitored above, including but not limited to pipes, gate valves, pressure-reducing valves, master meter(s) calibrations, service lines, and past maintenance issues. The summary will also provide a list of capital improvement projects with an estimate of probable construction costs.

JELLICO UTILITIES AUTHORITY PROJECT SUMMARY

McGill will be assisting Jellico Utilities Authority with its 2nd round of IPG funding for mapping and manhole condition assessments. We will be further updating existing GIS maps using all available and relevant applicant records related to the history of the system, past and present work,  maintenance orders, as well as any as-built drawings on file.

The mapping effort will update the existing GIS system by using handheld GPS units developed with ESRI software. Included in this step, we will make continued condition assessments on manholes and other critical assets, where applicable.

McGill, along with Jellico Utilities Authority staff, will review the existing system basins and install the appropriate number of sewer flow monitors. After rainfall events of specific depth, the flow monitoring data will be collected, and units relocated in multiple deployments.

With this data and manhole condition assessments, smoke testing will be the next step. With the finalization of smoke testing, multiple CCTV deployments will be considered for further examination of suspect lines. All condition assessments from this fieldwork will then be incorporated into the final report.

Upon completion of sewer flow monitoring, manhole condition assessments, smoke testing, and limited CCTV, McGill will integrate data into a system model for a hydraulic analysis using an engineering-grade modeling software to further aid in the development of an SSES report and system restrictions. In the report, a summary of recommendations will be developed of the possible contributing factors to inflow and infiltration incurred as monitored above, including but not limited to pipes, service lines, manholes, and past maintenance issues.  The summary will also provide a list of capital improvement projects with an estimate of probable construction costs.

[image: Jamie carden]Jamie Carden, PE
McGill Principal and Knoxville Office Manager Jamie Carden said, “We have been involved with Jellico Utilities Authority and the City of Jefferson City for a number of years with system-wide improvements. Like many smaller communities, they are limited on funds for detailed evaluations for future improvements. With their successful applications for Infrastructure Planning Grant dollars, both entities can now develop a more comprehensive capital improvement plan for use by various funding agencies in a continued effort to improve day-to-day operations and system assets.”

SHAPING COMMUNITIES THROUGH WATER / WASTEWATER ENGINEERING

McGill understands that by providing comprehensive, cost-effective, and innovative water and sewer solutions for our clients, we are shaping their communities for the better.

Our staff has performed all aspects of project delivery for water and wastewater projects, including planning, funding assistance, asset management, permitting, water and sewer system modeling, treatment plant modeling, preliminary design, final design, plan preparation, CADD and GIS production, cost estimating, preparation of technical specifications and contract documents, construction administration and engineering, and project commissioning services.

LEARN MORE

Click here to learn more about McGill’s consulting services, and how we collaborate with communities to find innovative solutions to address their needs and map plans for their future – and click here to read about the water / wastewater services that we provide.
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				40th Anniversary Inspires McGill on the Move

WHAT IS MCGILL ON THE MOVE (MOTM)

[image: Wes fleming; mcgill on the move]Wes Fleming, the Roanoke Office Manager at Bakers Mountain Park.
MOTM is a program McGill created in May 2023 that was inspired by the 2023 NC Year of the Trail, which celebrated the vast and diverse collection of trails in North Carolina and promoted being active outdoors. MOTM invites employees to make healthy changes, including getting outdoors and enjoying our natural resources, while celebrating the work McGill has done to improve trails and parks throughout North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. The original goals for the program include encouraging McGill employees to:

	Visit parks and trails McGill has worked on in some capacity
	Be more active outdoors for health and well-being
	Cultivate relationships with coworkers


In May 2023, McGill organized a five-month-long challenge that included five different components, such as getting outdoors, visiting McGill parks, snapping great photos, writing reviews, and enjoying the outdoors with coworkers. During this challenge, McGill employees logged over 3,500 hours of outdoor activity.

CONTINUATION of MOTM

With the success of the May 2023 challenge, we polled employees to see if they would be interested in continuing the program. Overwhelmingly, the consensus was to keep MOTM going. MOTM seems to be popular among staff and is a way to build community within McGill around healthy habits.

In celebration of McGill’s 40th anniversary, we decided to center the 2024 challenges around the number 40. Each quarter will have a new focus. For the first MOTM 2024 quarter, we challenged participants to log 40 days of exercise between January 1st and March 31st. To date, we have over 50% of participants on track to complete the program challenge.



[image: Mcgill on the move]Team members Joel Storrow and Keith Webb at Pigeon River Boat Launch.
LUNCH AND LEARNS

We recently began holding monthly MOTM Lunch and Learns on a variety of topics, which provide employees opportunities to gain knowledge about topics related to health and well-being.

Ahead of March being National Nutrition Month, McGill’s Lunch and Learn presentation at the end of February was focused on nutrition. Kurtis Durrant, a member of our land planning and recreation team, shared valuable insight about the importance of nutrition for our health. He emphasized the crucial role of properly fueling our bodies, likening it to taking care of a high-end car. Just as using the wrong fuel can have detrimental effects on a car, the same goes for our bodies. The virtual presentation emphasized the importance of personalization, because what works for one person may not work for another.

SPRING 2024 MOTM CHALLENGE

The MOTM Committee has been hard at work, creating new challenges to help keep McGill staff engaged and active. Continuing the momentum of the first quarter challenge, the second quarter of MOTM will focus on fueling our bodies, eating a combined 5 fruits and vegetables for at least 40 days. In addition to the main goal of eating right, we have added extra credit opportunities that will include reaching 10,000 steps a day and attending pop-up movement events with teammates.

Statistics show that only one in ten adults in the United States eat the recommended servings for fruits and vegetables. The median intake is 1 serving of fruit and 1.7 servings of vegetables. Given these statistics, we believe that this challenge will help our employees build new, healthy habits that are in line with recommended guidelines.

Toni Shope, McGill’s Director of Marketing, shared: “It has been encouraging to see the engagement around McGill on the Move. Using movement and promoting healthy habits is energizing participants to get more active, which has many benefits.”

LEARN MORE

To learn more about employment opportunities at McGill, visit our careers page.
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				National Surveyors’ Week 2024: Celebrating the Role of Surveyors in Shaping Our Communities

MCGILL CELEBRATES NATIONAL SURVEYORS’ WEEK 2024

[image: Survey team sept 2023 18]As we celebrate National Surveyors’ Week 2024, it is important to recognize the invaluable contributions that surveying professionals make to our society. Surveyors play a crucial role in shaping our communities, from mapping out land boundaries and infrastructure to providing vital data for construction and development projects. The surveying industry as a whole has evolved significantly over the years, adopting new technologies and methodologies to improve accuracy and efficiency in their work.

EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS IN SURVEYING TECHNOLOGY

One of the most exciting developments in the surveying industry is the advent of Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) and Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) technology. These cutting-edge tools have revolutionized the way surveyors gather and analyze spatial data. GNSS allows surveyors to pinpoint precise locations on the Earth’s surface using signals from satellites, while LiDAR technology enables them to create highly detailed 3D maps and models of the terrain. These advancements have significantly improved the speed and accuracy of surveying, ultimately benefiting clients and stakeholders in various industries.

WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A SUCCESFUL SURVEYING PROFESSIONAL

[image: Survey team sept 2023 19 drone]To be a successful surveying professional, one must possess a blend of technical skills, critical thinking, and attention to detail. Surveyors are required to have a strong understanding of mathematics, physics, and geographic information systems (GIS). Additionally, they must be able to interpret and analyze complex spatial data to provide accurate and reliable results. Furthermore, effective communication and problem-solving skills are essential for surveyors to collaborate with clients, engineers, and other stakeholders on various projects.

THE IMPACT OF SURVEYORS

The impact of surveyors extends far beyond the field of engineering, construction, and development. Their work also plays a critical role in environmental conservation, disaster response, and urban planning. For example, surveyors provide essential data for mapping out floodplains, monitoring coastal erosion, and assessing the impacts of climate change. Their expertise also contributes to the development of sustainable infrastructure and the preservation of natural resources. In essence, surveyors are instrumental in creating a safe and resilient built environment for our communities.

MCGILL’S SURVEYING TEAM

At McGill, our surveying team is dedicated to serving our clients with the highest level of professionalism and expertise. Through our comprehensive surveying services, we strive to deliver accurate and reliable data to support a wide range of projects, from small-scale developments to large infrastructure initiatives.

We are committed to upholding the highest industry standards and staying abreast of technological advancements to better serve our clients’ needs.

McGill Surveying Services Practice Area Leader Chad Howard said, “The most rewarding aspect of being a surveyor is being a part of projects that are improving our communities such as parks and water / sewer systems. These projects really do enhance people’s lives.”

MCGILL’S SURVEYING SERVICES

McGill’s surveying division provides a broad range of surveying services by leveraging cutting-edge instrumentation and software technologies. We view surveying as an imperative extension of our engineering services. It plays a crucial role in obtaining accurate and detailed information about the physical characteristics and topography of a site – which is essential for effective design and construction.

[image: Survey team sept 2023 20]

To ensure consistency and the production of excellent mapping outputs for our clients, we have written surveying and CAD standards. Our crew has substantial surveying experience throughout the Southeast. We have extensive surveying expertise in topographic site mapping, route surveying, right-of-way retracement, property boundary surveys, ALTA surveys, subdivision platting, recombination surveys, easement surveys, as-built surveying, construction staking, utility mapping, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), and traditional photogrammetry and aerial mapping, as well as high-order geodetic survey control. We also have our own in-house unmanned aerial services team with two FAA-certified UAV pilots and can provide aerial photography and photogrammetry.

LEARN MORE

To read more about our in-house surveying team and the services they provide, click here.
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				McGill Values Streetscape Design in Community Development

[image: Streetscape design infographic highlighting projects where mcgill has completed downtown master plans and streetscapes.]In the bustling heart of urban landscapes, streets serve as more than mere pathways for vehicular traffic. They are the lifelines of communities, weaving together the fabric of neighborhoods and fostering social interactions. As a civil engineering, land planning and recreation, and management consulting firm with a portfolio of over 30 downtown master plans and streetscape projects, McGill has witnessed the transformative power of strategic design interventions in these town centers. Well-designed streetscapes can have a profound impact on communities, and McGill is committed to making communities better.

Aspects of Streetscape Design

Streetscape design is about creating vibrant, functional, and inclusive spaces that cater to a community’s unique and diverse needs. Here are some streetscape design priorities that will enhance the overall vitality of urban settings:

	Prioritize pedestrian-friendly infrastructure: streetscapes should prioritize pedestrians, which looks like widening sidewalks, plazas, and road crossings. Making more space for pedestrians encourages foot traffic, which can support local businesses and foster a sense of community.
	Prioritize green spaces and urban ecology: integrating green infrastructure elements beautifies streetscapes and promotes environmental sustainability. Green spaces, like trees, rain gardens, and permeable pavements, mitigate the urban heat island effect, improve air quality, and enhance the overall livability of neighborhoods.
	Prioritize multi-modal accessibility: designing streetscapes with dedicated lanes for cyclists, designated drop-off zones for ride-sharing services, and efficient public transportation stops promote multi-modal accessibility. Multi-modal accessibility reduces reliance on private cars and fosters a more equitable and inclusive transportation network.
	Prioritize placemaking and cultural identity: streetscape design can celebrate a community’s cultural heritage and identity through public art installations, historical markers, and themed landscaping, which can provide streetscapes with a sense of place and civic pride.
	Prioritize economic revitalization: Well-designed streetscapes have been shown to attract investments, stimulate economic activity, and increase property values because businesses thrive in pedestrian-friendly environments.


Communicating the Value of Streetscape Design

Communicating with residents, business owners, and visitors about the value of streetscape design is an important part of gathering support for these municipal projects. Each stakeholder has a unique interest in the project and perspective, and so McGill tailors its communication strategies, like timing, method, and interest area, to each specific audience. Here are some effective strategies for engaging all stakeholders:

	Create visual renderings and simulations: use 2D and 3D renderings, virtual reality simulations, or sketches to illustrate the proposed streetscape design. Illustrations create visuals for the potential impact and benefits of the project, which makes it tangible and relatable. McGill often uses visual preference surveys to garner feedback from the public on what they might envision for the future of their town’s streetscape.
	Meet people where they are: spend time on a main street and ask residents and visitors how they feel about the space as it is today. Even though the interaction may only last 30 seconds, you will get a real-time response to how they feel about the space. These conversations provide insight on everyday issues, potential pain points, and hopes for future growth.
	Host community workshops and charrettes: organize interactive workshops and design charrettes to gather input from stakeholders and involve them in the decision-making process. Those that are involved in the process are more likely to support the project as it comes to fruition.
	Feature case studies and success stories: highlight the positive outcomes of how well-designed streetscapes have revitalized neighborhoods, attracted businesses, and improved the quality of life for residents.
	Seek partnership and collaboration: forge partnerships with local community organizations, business associations, and municipal agencies to garner support and resources for streetscape projects and demonstrate a unified commitment to enhancing the community’s urban environment.
	Clearly communicate the benefits: clearly articulate the tangible benefits of streetscape design, like economic revitalization, improved walkability, enhanced public safety, and environmental sustainability. Quantifying these benefits with data and statistics strengthens the argument for investing in streetscape projects.


Every Community has a Unique Streetscape

McGill creates customized streetscape solutions for communities. Every community has different goals, economic backgrounds, physical layouts, and demographics, among other things. McGill approaches streetscape design projects with that in mind. Below are some examples of communities we have worked with on downtown revitalization. For each, our team spent time getting to know the community’s needs and goals, which resulted in a plan that accurately responded to and fixed their specific issues.

Downtown Statesville Streetscape, Phase 2, Statesville, North Carolina

Statesville’s downtown is home to many buildings that are over a century old, but the City of Statesville is a thriving community with access to modern restaurants, breweries, and businesses. The City wanted to modernize their downtown infrastructure, and McGill stepped in to help. After completing the first phase of a modernization, the City wanted to expand the project to improve other parts of downtown. In phase two, McGill created inviting public spaces, improved pedestrian access, and enhanced the City’s overall sense of place. The City’s downtown now has pocket parks, more outdoor dining areas, larger sidewalks, parallel parking spaces, green spaces, and streetlights that keep the area well-lit. This modernization project brought the City of Statesville millions of dollars in new private investments, new businesses, more building renovations, and net positive jobs. You can read more about how streetscape work transformed the City of Statesville here: Downtown Statesville Streetscape, Phase 2.

[image: Artscape]McGill breathes new life into downtown art, giving it the spotlight it deserves with our Haywood Street streetscape design
Haywood Street, Asheville, North Carolina

McGill breathes new life into downtown art, giving it the spotlight it deserves with our Haywood Street streetscape design. Haywood Street is a heavily trafficked road in downtown Asheville. The City of Asheville and various community associations determined Haywood Street was a major safety issue, and what started as a maintenance project became a renovation. The City of Asheville’s issue was the aging sidewalk and the water and sanitary sewer piping. To plan improvements of these items, McGill held meetings with focus groups to allow residents, businesses, and property owners to provide input on the street’s future. Their feedback resulted in the creation of more pedestrian areas and an extension to the stormwater system, which revitalized the street. At the end of the project, Haywood Street had wider, safer sidewalks, an improved stormwater system, and aesthetic enhancements that add beauty to the City’s downtown. You can read more about our work here: Haywood Street Streetscape Asheville.

Gather More Ideas at the NC Main Street Conference

McGill is attending the NC Main Street Conference, and we invite you to join us in embracing the transformative potential of streetscape design in shaping vibrant and resilient urban communities. Together, let’s reimagine our urban landscapes as inclusive, sustainable, and thriving spaces for generations to come. By championing the value of investing in revitalizing our streetscapes, we can create urban environments that are visually appealing, functional, resilient, and reflective of the unique identity of the community’s unique identity. Join us on this journey of urban revitalization together, one streetscape at a time.
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				McGill Celebrates International Grant Professionals Day 2024

International Grant Professional Association

The International Grant Professional Association (IGPA) was founded 26 years ago to recognize and show appreciation to all grant professionals. This year, IGPA celebrates International Grant Professionals Day on March 8th.

McGill recognizes our grant professionals who contribute to a better future in their communities and are the reason many municipalities and organizations have the means to re-invest in community infrastructure. Our grant professionals provide a high standard of ethics, quality program development, and financial stewardship that extends beyond financial assistance and offers long-term solutions and sustainable programs that build lasting relationships with the clients we serve.

McGill’s Grant Professionals

Our team of qualified professionals are highly experienced in grant research, development, writing, and administration. We have a deep understanding of federal, state, local, and foundation funding regulations, policies, procedures, reporting requirements, and deadlines. We work closely with our clients to understand their needs, stay updated on funding opportunities and challenges, and provide needed services to help shape the community.

We talked with team members, Dale Schepers and Leah Martin, about their roles on the McGill team.

[image: Dale schepers, consulting services analyst]Dale Schepers, Consulting Services Analyst
Dale Schepers has over 25 years of experience working as a water and sewer utility manager. So he understands the importance of rate studies, grants, and capacity studies. Dale’s extensive experience as a utility manager has motivated his active involvement in our funding team. His main objective is to assist utility directors and managers in understanding the significance of these studies and using the grants to support their projects.

Dale explained his role in support of securing grant funding for our clients’ projects: “On the days that I support the folks who are administering grants and applying for grants, there are a number of things that go into the equation. There are certain financial analyses that must be done for the funding applications. I do those things in support of that effort.”

Dale’s expertise also plays a significant role in accomplishing the financial analysis of utility enterprise funds which are often one of the key deliverables of a grant-funded utility system planning effort.

“A revenue and rate analysis is a key requirement for running a utility. My mantra is what gets measured, gets managed. So, if you can’t measure it, you can’t expect you can manage it very well. I see my job as helping people to understand how we’re measuring, what we’re measuring, what it means, and then we can see what our options are and address the needs of the utility from a financial perspective,” Dale shared.

[image: Leah martin, aicp, grant administrator]Leah Martin, AICP, Grant Administrator
Leah Martin worked for Western Piedmont Council of Governments for 29 years. Her responsibilities included managing capital financing for infrastructure and economic development projects, as well as overseeing project management and funding administration.

Leah spoke about working with local governments: “A trusting, committed working relationship with each local government unit (LGU) is necessary to find out what an LGU needs to accomplish – whether it takes a grant application or not. A writer needs to know the LGU. Grants require resources not only from the writer but also the LGU. If it isn’t a project they need, I don’t recommend pursuing; however, we are a resource to do the work necessary to help us and the LGU ascertain their needs and how to accomplish them.”

Leah shared valuable insights for aspiring grant professionals:

“The primary goal for funding approval is to make it as straightforward and transparent as possible for the funding reviewer and agency to see that your project meets their goals and objectives. The adage – read and follow the directions – holds true here! Don’t be afraid to ask the funder questions, especially if questions are encouraged. The relationship with the funders is critical. Read the funding agency material provided, especially the application and guidance carefully, and then follow it to the letter. Review, review, review your responses. I don’t recommend assumption of correct recall. Don’t be afraid of using past applications as resources. Consistency and accuracy are important because, without them, the funding reviewer doesn’t trust the documentation provided and a simple omission early in the application could cloud their overall review.”

Reach out for Assistance

If your community needs help with grant funding, you can read more about our consulting services and contact RJ Mozeley, PE, Senior Project Manager, at 828.328.2024.
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				Meet McGill Vice President and Virginia Office Regional Manager, Danny Bridges

DANNY’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIRM AND OUR CLIENTS

[image: Hew3i4pz danny bridges horizontal closeup]Danny Bridges, PE
“In 1988 someone approached me about an open position as an engineering associate at McGill, and I am happy to have been here ever since!” said Danny.

With a career spanning over nearly four decades in project management, project review, and design in the areas of water, wastewater, site development, and roadways, McGill Vice President and Virginia Office Regional Manager Danny Bridges has proven himself to be an invaluable asset to the firm and our clients.

One of Danny’s key strengths is his ability to coordinate multiple stakeholders to facilitate productive discussions. This skill has been critical in ensuring the success of complex civil projects that require input from various parties. Whether it’s working with municipal clients on capital improvement plans, public infrastructure projects, system development fee studies, or rate studies, Danny has consistently demonstrated his ability to navigate challenging situations and find solutions that meet the needs of all involved.

Danny’s impact at McGill extends beyond his technical expertise. He has played a pivotal role in mentoring and guiding the next generation of engineers within the firm, sharing his wealth of knowledge and experience to help them grow and develop in their careers. His leadership has been instrumental in creating a supportive and empowering work environment where individuals can thrive and contribute to the firm’s success.

DANNY’S WORK HISTORY WITH MCGILL

Starting as an Engineering Associate, Danny has steadily risen through the ranks, holding positions such as Project Engineer, Project Manager, Director of Operations, and Principal. He currently serves as the Virginia Office Regional Manager and is one of the firm’s Vice Presidents. Through the years, Danny has built an impressive portfolio of successful projects, showcasing his expertise and commitment to delivering exceptional results.

[image: Danny bridges 2015 03]Danny’s extensive experience has made him a go-to resource for some of McGill’s most challenging projects. His ability to provide comprehensive technical solutions and maintain open lines of communication with clients has earned him a reputation for professional integrity and accountability.

Danny has been involved with some of McGill’s largest and most challenging projects, and he has earned the respect of many long-term local government clients.

Danny has worked on such a wide variety of projects for our clients and credits that opportunity to McGill’s willingness to add on services by saying, “McGill started out in two arenas – water / wastewater and civil / site, but we have had enough wisdom to really look and see when we needed to expand into other service areas and I think we have done that well and appropriately.”

Danny has worked with multiple municipal clients in the development of planning efforts, including capital improvements plans, and he has assisted clients with developing projects related to infrastructure improvements, including water, wastewater, and site-related projects.

Danny has also provided review on several studies, including system development fee studies, and has had extensive experience participating in water and wastewater rate studies, providing project management and engineering support to the project team. He has led many engineering projects for McGill and provided guidance and technical assistance for numerous water and wastewater system rate studies.

DANNY’S PERSPECTIVE ON MCGILL’S CULTURE

When asked about what aspects of the firm’s culture have kept him motivated throughout the decades, Danny responded, “That is such an easy answer for me – it is work life balance. McGill was prioritizing work life balance long before it became a buzz phrase and I think that says a lot about who we are as a firm. I have a wife and two children, and the company has always allowed me to prioritize them.”

McGill is so proud to have a large group of tenured employees who have proven that the culture of where you work is something that needs to be prioritized.

“I really didn’t have any expectations when I came to McGill since I was so early on in my career, but I will say this – I have not been disappointed,” said Danny. “I’ve had the opportunity to work closely with all three of our presidents over the history of the firm and with all of them it’s never just been about the bottom line. It’s always been above all else relationships with our clients and our employees.”

DANNY’S HOPE FOR MCGILL IN THE VIRGINIA MARKET

“I am thrilled about McGill’s presence and expansion into the Virginia market. With our presence in Williamsburg over the last 6 years and our recent opening of our office location in Roanoke – the broader picture is that we are excited to be even more accessible to our clients across the width of the commonwealth,” explained Danny.

“Our vision, to sum it up, is we want to continue to put the firm in a position to be able to service our clients from one end of Virginia to the other.”

DANNY’S IMPACT ON MCGILL

As McGill continues to expand our portfolio and take on new challenges, Danny’s role as a leader and mentor will continue to be invaluable. His ability to build strong relationships with our clients, navigate complex project requirements, and provide strategic guidance will be essential in ensuring the firm’s continued success and reputation for excellence.

LEARN MORE

Click here to read more about McGill’s presence in Virginia and visit our careers page to learn more about how you can join our team and make an impact across the commonwealth.
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				Gordon Wilson Retires after 28 Years with McGill

GORDON’S RETIREMENT PARTY

[image: Dsc 0175]

This month, McGill held a party to celebrate Gordon Wilson’s retirement. The party was a hit, as everyone in attendance enjoyed delicious food, a slideshow, and speeches dedicated to Gordon and the impact that he had on those who worked closely with him.

Gordon was a wonderful employee, but an even better person – and while we will miss seeing him around the office, we are thrilled for him to have new adventures and enjoy more quality time with his loved ones.

After serving as a valuable member of the McGill team for 28 years, Gordon shared with the crowd that he is eager for this next step in life.

GORDON’S CAREER AT MCGILL

Gordon was first hired in October of 1996 as a contract employee and then became full-time in May of 1997 as a CAD Operator. In August of 2002, Gordon was promoted to Engineering Technician. He worked on the Asheville Water Resources Team and moved to the Asheville Surveying team in 2014 as a Survey Technician. In 2019 his title was changed from Survey Technician back to CAD Operator.

Gordon proved himself to be an extremely talented designer, specializing in the design and permitting of water and wastewater systems. He brought to McGill considerable experience related to plumbing, mechanical, site work, and storm drainage design. His project portfolio includes the design of water and sewer utilities, water supply wells, water tanks, water and sewer pump stations, and water and wastewater treatment plants.

[image: Survey team sept 2023 9 brad and gordon]Gordon worked for more than 19 years in the Western North Carolina area. He demonstrated an ability to respond to the demands of critical project schedules and was especially skilled at coordinating important permitting issues with regulatory agencies.

28 YEARS OF SHAPING COMMUNITIES

Gordon truly cared about the communities that he was serving during his time at McGill, and we will continue to be inspired by the lives he improved through his work.

“Gordon and I worked together for 26 years plus. He is the true embellishment of what we should all strive to be. Do whatever is asked or needed, don’t complain too loudly, and do what is right,” said McGill Vice President Keith Webb.

“Whether it was helping prepare drawings or exhibits for projects, taking on the challenge of in-house surveying, or working closely with clients – he was there for everyone with a kind word. We should all learn from his example.”   

We feel so lucky to have had Gordon as a part of the McGill family for all these years. As a firm that was built on relationships, we know that the heart of who we are is our employees – and Gordon is a testament to that.

We wish you all the best in retirement, Gordon!

LEARN MORE

Click here to learn more about how you can join McGill, and build a long-lasting career of serving communities.
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				McGill’s 21st Annual Spring Bass Fishing Tournament

Friday, April 19, 2024 (backup date May 3, 2024) on Lake Rhodhiss



Tournament Headquarters

[image: Mcgill bass fishing tournament on lake rhodhiss]City of Lenoir Water Treatment Facility

5474 Waterworks Road

Granite Falls, NC 28630

Launch Site

NC Wildlife Boat Ramp

Conley Creek Access (adjoining the facility)

Prizes

Awarded to winning participants after the weigh-in

Raffle

[image: Boats 30 boats fishing tournament 2022]Option to enter raffle for drawing — all proceeds from the raffle will go to benefit local conservation efforts.

Barbecue Meal

Barbecue meal to be provided after the tournament.

Reserve Your Team

Registration is capped at 30 boats. Reserve your team with Nick or Lisa by April 5, 2024.

Nick Huffman, PE

nick.huffman@mcgillassociates.com

T: 828.328.2024

C: 828.514.1088

Lisa Watts

lisa.watts@mcgillassociates.com

T: 828.328.2024

Helpful Forms

	McGill Bass Tournament 2024 Flyer
	Tournament Rules 2024
	2024 Bass Fishing Tournament Entry Form
	2024 McGill Bass Tournament Sponsorship Form


Keep Reading
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				McGill Celebrates Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day

INTRODUCE A GIRL TO ENGINEERING DAY

This year, February 22nd marks a special day in the field of engineering – Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day. This day is dedicated to encouraging and empowering young girls to explore the world of engineering, a field that has been historically male-dominated.

[image: Dbviifvn introduce a girl to engineering day]

Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day aims to break down barriers and stereotypes, and inspire

young women to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).

MCGILL VALUES WOMEN IN THE ENGINEERING INDUSTRY

At McGill, we recognize the importance of promoting diversity and inclusion in the engineering industry. We are proud to actively support initiatives like Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day, as we believe in the potential of all young minds, regardless of gender, to contribute to the future of engineering and innovation.

[image: Natalie croom 2021]Natalie Croom, PE
When asked what her favorite part about being an engineer Is, McGill Project Engineer Natalie Croom said, “I love being able to problem solve and engineering is a great career for that. Each project we work on has unique aspects that allow me to continually learn new things, and problem solve.”

McGill Engineering Technician Chris Brown said, “I love working with other engineers, community leaders, local governments, and site contractor teams. Being involved with projects from concept to full build out can be amazing. I love pointing out to my grandchildren that I was involved with the design of a stormwater control facility we drive by, or a greenway that they have used.”

ADVICE TO YOUNG GIRLS CONSIDERING A CAREER IN ENGINEERING

Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day is an opportunity to showcase the exciting and rewarding aspects of engineering to young girls. It is a day where volunteers, educators, and industry professionals come together to serve as role models, lead engineering activities, and demonstrate how engineers make a positive impact on the world.

[image: Chris brown 2021 2]Chris Brown, CPSWQ, CPESC
“There are so many aspects to the engineering field: designing, building, inventing, finding solutions, etc.,” said Chris. “I would encourage young girls to research different job descriptions and types of engineers. Try to pursue an internship with a firm, government, utility or company that staff engineers.”

By engaging girls in hands-on activities and imparting knowledge about engineering, this initiative aims to spark their curiosity and interest in the field.

“If you like figuring out how things work or figuring out various solutions to problems / challenges, then engineering could be for you! I knew engineering could be in my future when I loved to take apart pens or toys to figure out how they worked, and I loved watching the TV show How It’s Made,” said Natalie.

[image: Caroline althizer heathcoat 2020]Caroline Althizer
“There’s no “right” way to be an engineer. In school you will likely run into classmates / teachers / professors that ascribe to a narrow view of what an engineer should look like and tell you that you’ll never make it in the industry because you don’t fit those criteria,” said Engineering Associate at McGill Caroline Althizer. “Those voices are loud, but they’re also wrong. The best engineers are well-rounded people who know more about life than just how to code and solve problems. So, dress the way you want to, dye your hair, wear makeup, teach dance, be a musician or an artist, and get that minor that has nothing to do with engineering if that is what makes you happy.”

EARLY EXPOSURE TO ENGINEERING HAS LASTING IMPACT ON GIRLS

According to research conducted by DiscoverE, the organization behind Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day, exposure to engineering at a young age has a lasting impact on girls. By participating in engineering-related activities, girls develop an interest in the field and gain confidence in their problem-solving abilities.

Additionally, such experiences help in shaping their identity in STEM and provide them with the necessary encouragement to pursue careers in engineering.

INTRODUCE A GIRL TO ENGINEERING DAY IS A MOVEMENT

Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day is not just a day of recognition – it is a movement that aims to shape the future of engineering by creating opportunities for young women. Together, we can help young girls realize their potential and empower them to pursue their passions.

LEARN MORE

Click here to read about interesting projects that McGill has worked on, and we invite you to share some of these stories with any young girls in your life who may have an interest in pursuing engineering.
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				Welcome to the Future: McGill Celebrates Engineers Week

ENGINEERS WEEK 2024

[image: Engineers week 2024]Founded by the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) in 1951, Engineers Week has become an annual celebration dedicated to ensuring a diverse and well-educated future engineering workforce.

This year, Engineers Week has the theme “Welcome to the Future.” The theme is a call to celebrate today’s engineering achievements and pave the way for a brighter and more diverse future in engineering. As we look to the future, it is becoming increasingly clear that the work of professional engineers will be instrumental in shaping the world around us.

MCGILL EMBRACES THAT THE FUTURE OF ENGINEERING IS HAPPENING NOW

With the arrival of artificial intelligence, smart cities, electronic vehicles, and other technological advancements, the future is no longer a distant possibility – it is here. It will be up to qualified, ethical professional engineers to usher in these powerful advancements responsibly. Engineers Week is a time for engineers to celebrate how they make a difference in our world and engage students in the field of engineering. It is also an opportunity to add their voice to the conversation about the need for engineers, technicians, and technologists in shaping our future.

[image: Mark cathey square. 1]Mark Cathey, PE
“When it comes to the future, and what that means for McGill, what I am most excited about are the opportunities on the horizon. The projects we have worked on and the communities we have helped has been really rewarding over the past years,” said McGill Vice President and Regional Manager Mark Cathey “but we do recognize that we have only scratched the surface on the infrastructure needs that our client have. In terms of the future work that needs to be done in engineering, the sky is the limit.”

MCGILL RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF CELEBRATING ENGINEERS WEEK

At McGill, we recognize the importance of Engineers Week and its theme, “Welcome to the Future,” in shaping communities throughout the southeast. This year’s Engineers Week theme aligns with McGill’s commitment to embracing the future of engineering. We welcome the rapid advancements in technology and the need for a diverse and well-educated engineering workforce.

As the demand for engineering expertise grows, McGill continues to support initiatives that promote diversity and inclusion within the engineering profession.

Engineers are problem-solvers, innovators, and visionaries who have the power to drive economic growth and improve the quality of life for communities. By participating in Engineers Week, McGill can celebrate the impact of engineering on society and inspire the next generation of engineers.

MCGILL SUPPORTS FUTURE ENGINEERS

At McGill, we firmly believe that students and those new to the profession are the future of engineering, and we are committed to supporting them in every way possible. Whether it be through mentorship programs, career development opportunities, or access to cutting-edge technologies, we are dedicated to providing the resources and guidance needed for individuals to thrive in their engineering careers.

As a firm that values innovation, collaboration, and excellence, we are committed to empowering the next generation of engineers and are excited to see the impact they will make in the years to come.

[image: Joel storrow, principal / past president]Joel Storrow, PE
“My advice to those coming into the profession would be, take the opportunity to do multiple assignments and expose yourself in several different areas of engineering. Don’t limit yourself because there are so many aspects to engineering and having a working knowledge of those aspects will help you as you progress will down the line,” said McGill Senior Principal and Former President, Joel Storrow.

“Here at McGill, I think we do a great job of opening up opportunities for future engineers.”

LEARN MORE

Click here to learn more about how McGill is shaping the future of the communities we serve, and click here to learn how you can become a part of our supportive and forward-thinking team.
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				McGill Attends Hollybrook Road Park Groundbreaking Event

MCGILL ATTENDS GROUNDBREAKING

[image: Image]Yesterday, McGill attended the Hollybrook Road Park Groundbreaking event in Wendell, North Carolina. The Wendell Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem, Police Chief, Parks and Rec Team and others were in attendance.

The 19-acre park is intended to connect surrounding residential communities by providing pedestrian and bicycle access, as well as amenities such as a walking track, an adventure playground, basketball courts, pickleball courts, and a completely accessible playground. According to the municipality of Wendell, construction is scheduled to be completed in early 2025.

MCGILL’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE PROJECT

After completing a Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan in 2019, the Town of Wendell was looking to build a park on Hollybrook Road between two residential areas. McGill assisted the community with master planning and funding assistance to begin development of this park.

Our team also assisted the Town with the design, bidding and award, and construction administration for phase one of the project.

Amenities were selected based on the results of the master plan survey, and the park was designed to offer a variety of activities and support for Wendell’s natural environment. This project was partly funded by North Carolina Parks and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF).

SIGNIFIGANCE OF ATTENDING GROUNDBREAKING EVENTS

Attending groundbreaking ceremonies allows McGill to celebrate the projects we have worked on and demonstrate our continued involvement from the initial conception and planning stages to the actual commencement of construction.

It shows our dedication to seeing a project through to its completion and beyond. It also provides an opportunity for us to build and strengthen relationships with our clients, communities, and other stakeholders involved in the project.

[image: Bob miller, pe]Robert Miller, PE
McGill Principal and Raleigh Office Manager Robert Miller said, “It was great to see the Town of Wendell leadership realize their commitment to public amenities with this groundbreaking.  When finished, Hollybrook Road Park will be a great addition to the Town and will have a positive impact on the quality of life for local neighborhood residents around the park and across the area.  No doubt the park will become a gathering place for families and friends for many years. McGill is honored to have partnered with the Town on the development of its comprehensive master plan for parks and recreation and to be a part of this meaningful project.”

LEARN MORE

Click here to learn more about the land planning and recreation services that McGill has to offer.
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